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All Settled in!


Well, we have all finally settled in after the very hectic start to the term, with all those hurricanes lurking around. I am delighted with the class and how they have adjusted to the new school year and life in Grades 5 and 6. They have not just responded well to a new grade, but also to a new teacher (me) and to a few organisational changes. The children worked with good grace when we decided to use the Youth Day holiday as a working day, for which I am very grateful to them. I am also thrilled to welcome Connor Fletcher and his family to our school and I am sure you will all join me in doing so! Thank you to all the parents who have been so welcoming to me and making my own settling-in period a very pleasant one indeed!


























     	Reading and Homework


I have been greatly impressed by the standard of much of the homework that has been completed over the past two weeks. It is a real pleasure to see the students applying themselves so hard to the tasks and ultimately, building upon the skills they have been acquiring in school.  Thank you too, to the parents who have given so much positive feedback about the homework tasks. There are however, a few children who still do not have a Math Made Easy Mathematics Text Book to use for homework which can be purchased from me. In addition, I still have four Oxford Pocket Thesauruses for sale, so please let me know if you need to buy one.





The children have been getting into a pleasing routine with their reading at home and I


would like to encourage them to be reading each night if possible. It s also important 


that they continue to read out aloud  to improve their expression and intonation. 


There are now many new books being added to the library stock and we will be introducing a system where children can borrow a number of books at a time like in a public library. Watch this space for details! This year, one focus in the library will be to update and add to the collection of  fiction books for older children, so I am hoping that we will have many new exciting titles soon.





Curriculum


A slight change to our PE this term – on the Thursday session, we will be concentrating on Indoor Athletics, until later in the term we will be changing to traditional dance.





I have ordered a copy of the VHS Film ‘ When the Whales Came’. This is based on our class novel by Michael Morpurgo, is set on the Scilly Isles and will feature as part of our Literacy work, where we have to critically analyse the differences and similarities between a book and its screen version.
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Thank you


A special thanks to the three families from the class who attended the PTA meeting last week. It was excellent to be able to talk to the parents in greater detail than is normally possible. I look forward to seeing more of you at the next PTA meeting to be held on 3rd November!





If you have any questions or concerns or suggestions on how we can better meet the needs of your child, please feel free to call the school at 941 5638 or email me at � HYPERLINK "mailto:mrshaw@astburyce.freeserve.co.uk" ��mrshaw@astburyce.freeserve.co.uk� in order to make an appointment to speak with me directly. Mr Michael.














Websites


There are a few websites that will help your child with the curriculum this term:


Social Studies:
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We are hoping to set up a Year Book Club this term, which will run during one lunchtime a week. If you have any examples of yearbooks that you could lend us, I would be very grateful.











Birthdays


My congratulations go to Emma Jayne, who was ten years old last month on the 10th September and more recently to Colin who was ten years old on 3rd October. Many happy returns to you both.





Top Bananas


You may have heard the children talking recently about ‘Top Bananas’. These accolades, awarded during our Friday Awards Assembly, are our way of recognising sustained effort and exemplary behaviour throughout the week. Please look at the notice board each week to find out the deserving recipients.


Well done Haley, Myles, Emma-Jayne and Oliver for being our ‘Top Bananas’ so far this term!





� HYPERLINK "http://www.provoprairmy.com" ��www.provoprimary.com�


Our new website is now LIVE. Please check it out regularly for current information.











