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Welcome to the Grade 1 and 2 October newsletter!





Hopefully this will be a more settled month, after the uncomfortable start to this academic year with the threats from the hurricanes!  





I would like to thank every one of you for making me feel so welcome here these last few weeks.  I am thoroughly enjoying getting to know the children, my new colleagues and the island. 





The new children, and those who came from Kindergarten, have adapted well to the challenge of being in the main school and it is wonderful to see them settling in and giving their very best!  





Take a look at the school’s brand new website � HYPERLINK "http://www.provoprimary.com" ��www.provoprimary.com� for diary dates, new photos, PTA information and so on.  It has just gone live so please be patient if a few of the links aren’t working yet!





�





Curriculum information:





We are covering a topic on people who help us in our community.  We will be looking at the roles of these people, how they do their jobs, how to recognise them, what skills they need and each child will be making a puppet of their choice of a community helper.  





In PE, the children will be learning how to play a wider variety of games and also about contemporary dance – expressive movement to music from around the world.





In music, they will be exploring different sounds and how they are made, as well as learning about the duration of sounds. 





In both art and science, the children will have the opportunity to sort, explore the properties of and learn about uses of various materials for different purposes.  They will then compare what they can see through viewfinders and a camera lens from close and from afar, and explore the differences through drawing and sketching.





The children will be building their ICT skills through learning more about word processing and how to type, change and adapt written text.  





In literacy, we are focusing on building their phonic skills and also on the skills of retelling stories, writing their own stories and news, acting out stories, describing characters, reciting poetry and writing verses of their own.





In numeracy, we will be focusing on counting to 100, counting backwards from 20, adding and subtracting using mental strategies, knowing the relevant different vocabulary, using money - finding different ways of making the same amounts, measuring length and making comparisons, and finally recognising and naming 2D and 3D shapes.








 











Homework and reading:





The children will continue to get spelling homework each week, given out on a Friday.  I’m very pleased with their progress on these so far!  Please ensure that they follow the strategy explained in the front of their little red book and get them to practise either in the book or on separate paper. 





They have the opportunity most days to change their reading book but sometimes we might suggest they keep it for another night as it really is important that they know almost of all of the words in that book before moving on.  We will be giving out new key word sets very soon so that they can learn the words for the next book band ahead of reading the books themselves – so that they can concentrate on following the story and not getting stuck on all the unfamiliar words.  





The children are given the chance to change their library book at least once a week.  If you would like your child to have more books for the weekend and/or would like to choose books with him/her, then please let me know on a Friday after school. We’ll just record which books are taken and away you go! 





I’ll soon start giving out a piece of Math homework each week, which will either be a game or a similar activity, related to our topic in Numeracy that week or to reinforce basic numerical skills.  I haven’t given this out yet as I want the children to be comfortable with the transition from previous classes and be particularly sensitive to those coming from Kindergarten.





Birthdays





Last month we celebrated the birthdays of Chrystal and Jack – thank you to their parents for the wonderful food that was brought in!  It was very much enjoyed by staff and children alike!  This month we have Jacob’s and Rhian’s birthdays to look forward to – on 6 October and 29 October respectively.  
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Top Bananas





Congratulations go to Tamia, Jacob, Chrystal and Erik for their Top Banana awards!  Each week, two children are chosen from each class who we think have really given their best, shown an excellent attitude to learning, have been especially kind to others and/or who have managed to follow the school rules well.  See the board for the photos each week!





It was fantastic to see so many people at our recent PTA meeting – thank you to those of you who came and shared your views with the rest of us.  We really appreciate it and hope to see you again and more parents at the next meeting on 5th November.  In the meantime, if you have any issues or concerns or just plain questions, as always - please don’t hesitate to ask!








